ironti 


a 


ees 





7: No. 12 


GHINA AGAIN 
MANGO Biswas 


THE PROBLEMS OF 
PICATION 


LAND REVOLU TION—1I 
LL. Manants s 


PON WATER 
ty A Connrsronpent 


IA BHAVAN STUDENTS 
# SARKAR . 


GH JUSTICE IN ISRAEL 


PLERS 


» Editor : Samar Sen 


mo Ay Mopentt Ixnta Puess, 
ia. Sunny Montice Stare, 
13 AMD PUBLISHED WEEKLY 
RMAL Pumtications (P) Lr 
mune Sex Feom O61, Morr Lane, 
© Catevrra-13 
T mix: 243202 


JULY 13, 1974 PRICE: 50 PAISE 


THE WAGES OF LABOUR 


HE two so-called anti-inflationary ordinances promulgated last week have 

laid bare some basic truths: about our socialist Government more glanmgly 
than ‘anything else in the past. First, the measures relating lo wages and 
dearness allowance confirm that New Delhi has chosen labour as the target 
of its attack presumably because it holds — quite naturally with its class 
structure—the working class to be the villain of the piece. This line of 
thinking became obvious during the railwaymen's strike which was broken by @ 
most unabashed display of brutal police power. The measures now being 
taken — impounding of all wage increases during the next one year and 
half of the additional dearness allowance for the next two year— 
are bound to please the tycoons who™ have been prodding the Government 
to ‘teach the labourers a lesson as they themselves monopolise all the good things 
of life with all their cache of black money which has gone unscratched, 
Secondly, the ceiling on profits and dividends has been kept so liberally high 
that it would hardly affect most of the companies; in any case, none of 
them are so foolish as to show all their incomes in the balance-sheet and they have 
ail the m*ans in the world to draw up their accounts justthe way they like it 
best. ‘Thirdly, for all the thunder that the ordinances make, they clearly show 
the limitations from which the Government so plainly suffers. The press note 
does not make any reference to price freeze, even at the manufacturers’ level, 
But without some check on price hikes, any semblance of controlon wage rues 
becomes obnoxious and positively inequitable. But then New Delhi cannot 
pretend to be unaware either that with its fiat flouted by big business with a 
disdainful casualness and with its corrupt bureaucracy, there is just no question 
of putting prices in a straitjacket. 

So what the Government has done is to take the line of least resistance. 
Anything else would have been surprising. But it should at least have the 
honesty to admit its mability and not try to project its half-hearted steps as 
representing the acme of radicalism or the height of its ingenutty. But still 
New Delhi has done a clever thing. The payments for the impounded wages 
will start by the middle of next year or about seven to eight months before the 
next parliamentary general election, due in early 1976. Ail thia will be a kind 
of election gift from the ruling Congress patty and should be accepted by the 
labourers in the spirit that itis intended—as a bribe for voting the party. If 
releasing all these funds at a time will only aggravate the inflation further — 








in other words if it means that we would 
have the worst inflation over the next 
couple of. years instead ofsright now— 
that has to be viewed as part of the 
game. 


Playing With 
Commission 


Mr Siddhartha Ray has shifted his 
stand so many timés and so frequently 
over the in- 
quiry to go inte allegations of ministen- 
al corruption in West Bengal that it is 
difficult to take any of his statements as 
definitive. His. sudden 
that a commission of inquiry is being ap- 
pointed was primarily designed to silence 
his quatrelling partymen none of whom 
tay liave reasons to be happy over the 
prospects of an impartial and thorough 
probe, He had reckoned that after the 
announcement, Congressmen would stop 
accusing one another of corruption and 
no non-Congressman will come forward 
with specific allegations knowing thal a 
stunt is a stunt ts a stunt, His calcula- 
tien has gone awry. Though Mr Ray's 
feputation as a great one for political 
and administrative gimmicks and stunts 
is well established, a few people decided 
ft make him prisoner of his promise, 


proposed commission of 


announcement 


They did file specific complaints, closing 
Mr Ray's option not to appoint the com- 
Mission. On a scrutiny of 130 com- 
plains received Mr Wanchoo, who will 
constitute the commission of inquiry (if 
it comes off), has reported that 10 of 
them called for an inquiry. The first 
yound has gone against the Chief Minis- 
ter can he avoid appointing the com- 
misston? 

Mr Ray fell back on his second line 
of defence. He undertook a re-scruti- 
ny of the petitions to find out if the 
complaints that Mr Wanchoo thought 
needed a probe were based on facts. One 
should have thought that this was the 
precise purpose for which the commis- 
S101 meant. The lawyer Chief 
Minister put forward a characteristically 
unbright argument in support of his bid 
He 


was an_allegation 


was 


fo usurp the commission's powers. 


said that if there 
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against lim that he had received Rs. 
5,000 fiom an organisation for making 
a government grant of Rs. 30,000 to it, 
it was incumbent on the Goverment to 
find gut if the grant was made at all 
before referring the matter to the com- 
mission. If government records showed 
that me grant to the organisation had 
been made, it weuld be proof conclusive 
that no bribe was taken; in that event, 
the allegation would not be Sent to the 
commission. Who is he trying to fob 
of? Is it not possible for a person to 
accept a bribe and refuse to carry out 
his part of the contract? Or for that 
matter, promise a licence for a consi- 
deration where no licence is required? 
A corrupt person can also be a cheat and 
a4 fraud, and the Chief Minister's sug- 
gestion that no honourable Minister is 
capable of accepting a bribe without 
paying the bribe giver something in re- 
turn is untenable. In fact, graft cases 
come out only if the briber or the bribed 
fails to carry out his part of the deal. 
When both honour their commitments, 
no occasion arises for exposure. Cor- 
ruption, like mercy, is twice blessed; it 
allegations in the State secretariat and 
takes, 

Mr Ray's rearguard action is aimed 
al removing from the purview of the 
commission as many of the allegations as 
possible, at least the most serious of 
them: Th asking Mr Wanchoo to scan 
the allegations to find out if any of them 
made out a prima facie case for inquiry 
by a commission to be headed by him, 
the Chief Minister is alleged to have de- 
liberately inducted a legal flaw in the 
procedure which may stultify the com- 
mission if its appointment is questioned 
in a court of law, Despite this hurdle 
if appointment of the commission can- 
not be avoided, Mr Ray is ensuring thal 
no tenable charge of ministerial corrup- 
tion goes before the commission, He 
and his Cabinet have arrogated to them- 
selves the powers of an appellate tribu- 
nal competent to review the recommen- 
dations of a former Chief Justice of 
India. It is natural, in the circumstan- 
ces, that suspicion should spread that at 
some stage between the receipt of the 
allegations in the State secretariat and 
the handing over of them to Mr Wanchoo 
the really serious petitions had vanished, 


that contrary to published @ 
Mr Ray's assurance, Mr Wael 
the person who performed d 
cercomny of the complaints, 
that if any case of ministenal) 
goes before the commissions i 
one of the minor Jape and 
against @ Minister Mr Ray Wa 
rid of. Mr Ray has the tone 
right as Chief Minster to ren 
the Cabinet anyone he likey 
dislikes; but he does not havi th 
tical ‘power to do it-as lenders 


of self-seeking, quarrelsonms, TT 
pled men who go by the name 
Congress party in this State, seam 
States. He may ‘therefore ly 
commission to that end, Mp Ray 
not afford an impartial probe ip 
sterial ‘corruption por cap 
Chief Minister. For a probe in i 
will provoke demand for a sium 
quiry in another, and the cham 
may logically end up in a demu 
a probe into the allegations ove 
Nagarwala or the Maruti case.” 


Disenchanted Fronti 


The Chogyal has given his 4 r 
the ‘Constitution’ Bill which yam 
him to a titular head and auf 
the India-nominated Chief fixee 
powers which a modern Chengigs 
would envy! The CE, in pm 
would be head of state, govemon 
chief minister rolled into one 
march of democracy has been sigh! 
the Assembly will have no sayin} 
affairs, finance ‘and establishments 
the powers of the Council of Mim 
will be so limited that two member 
the Sikkim went on a protest fy 
strike when the constitution’ was 
ed. The CE can use his financial 
to negate even the powers thane 
to the Assembly in other fields at 


any recommendation of the Cowie 


Ministers if he thinks that it Gal 
with his special responsibility (a "i 


the enjoyment of basic yight” by ae 


tions of the populace, or some 
thing. Jf this is not making aig 
of Sikkim, what is? It is a 
wonders that the ‘progressive’ 
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lished peg fiended by Kari Lhendup Dorzi, the Dalai Lama's brother who resides so far been sent to jail for five years in 
iy Wang sue & five supporter of the sweeping in India and who was, said to have been this country? In West Bengal there 
med the the Chief Executive, Or is involved in raids on Tibet across Bhu- was the report thal people detained for 
taints. Up . yrprisits * tan) and is being rather soft to Sheikh economic offences under the MISA gat 
nisterial g evans in Sikkim are confined Abdullah of Kashmir, This is putting the out of jail even before their detention 


mission, a wil BiitieLepeha community, re- border States in order, The May 18 terms expired. And for every black- 
pse and that iy S minority of about 25 per explosion of a nuclear device has kept marketeer roped and paraded in the 
Ray wants i Pears of time by the influx of alive the tension with Pakistan, and streets, thousands sit smugly amidst their 
the consti Deeilers who constitute the do- Bangladesh has followed suit in making hoards, sure of official protection. 

, to remows B force in the Sikkim Congiess, it clear that it cannot be nice to Pakis- The fact is that the Congress rulers 
he likes, thi fof economic and other oppor- tan. unless Pakistan is nice to India. had all the powers without the new 
not trove thin by the ruling clique and Indian The heartland of the subcontinent re- ordinance, if they had the will to act. 


| leader of a an the Nepalis hove developed. mains disturbed... In New Delhi very They just do not have that will because 
doyally to the concept of a sepa- knowledgeable officials keep qinet, with the offenders are flesh of their flesh and 


relsome, 
for Sikkim, on which the «4 knowing look, when pressed to ans- blood of their blood. So, instead of 


. 
the name OF 


State, as Tage yal now harps. They look out to wer why the emergency should continue. sttingent action, we have the ordinance 
refore wtilige” iit Darjeeling district, where there Some newly married army officers are hoax. Two recent press reports are 
nd, Mr Rape me Nepali population, as their being transferred to forward zones. The worthy of note in this context. One 
il probe intel Stor the time being. Hamstrung in railway workers have been smaslied and from Chandigarh dated June 24 said 
or can any @ i State, they want greater op- a wage freeze, under another name, is that after “the fixation of the price of 
probe in one fies Of employment, trade and being introduced. Scores of “extremists’ wheat exportable by the wholesalers 
for = sini ee outside. Hence, perhaps. the are being arrested and many being kill- from Haryana and other surplus States 
the chain ean the Juris 20 Bill, asking for ed, as in 1971, that year of peace when to the deficit areas at Rs. 150 per 
in a denen Be yepresentation and participa- Mrs Gandhi thought of the Buddha and quintal... the daily arrivals of wheat 


llegations oye fm lidian political and economic asked her nuclear scientists to go ahead which were around 10,000 quintals per 
ions. This suits India well. with preparations for the blast. Is some- day before the fixation of export pricé 
Biiti-Lepehs minority and the thing going to happen again this year? have now come down to 3,500 quintals”. 
faeidom came together for a Unlikely. Between Russia and China? Obviously, the wheat is there with the 
We cae, except in the last elec- Unlikely, etween Russia and China? landlords and wholesalers and they ave 
Dain eléttions, we all know, can Likely, thinks Neville Maxwell. There's smuggling it out to the deficit States at 
meople, In any case, the Nepalese the rub. Under the friendship treaty. fancy prices. The report is dated two 


arull Case, 


1 Frontix 


sven hin qepell mis wat bound to win. It can now we will get involved. days after the Presidential ordinance was 
ill whieh yell Mp wreater longings for India, which promulgated. The Haryana CGovern- 
i and conter PB p ad Lepchas cannot for ment which was reported to have strong- 

Chief Exeeg Another Hoax oT es ly moved again the price fixation, finds 


Sai) Now that Sikkim will have a 


lern Chengiz i itself unable to do anything in the 


CE, in pragi id Hew ministry under the all-power- matter, 

tale, governegE abrlle of the Indian Executive, While the country’s economy is fast The second report is from Detht 
ed into one, ais New Delhi are referring to facing ruination, the Congress rulers play where there was a so-called “crackdown” 
has been swell anger that was being posed by pro- one hoax after another on the people. op steel hoarders recently. The “Hindus 
ve go say it SMenents trying to infiltrate the. One such is the Presidential Ordinance tan Times” (June 23) reports, “An 
establishment M@rilion and parties in Sikkim. under which blackmarketeers, hoarders other curious aspect of the entire epi 
council of Mink iianeer is now over. At least until and profiteers, it is said, will he liable ode is that despite the seizure of alleged 
t two member Meee suits the Government of for prosecution by summary trial. One  foarded steel worth several lakhs, the 


a protest | Me ie talk about it again. of its provisions is the raising of the aithorities have not invoked MISA”. 
itution was ai ie kine of Bhotan will ponder over maximum term of imprisonment from There you are. MISA is for railwaye 
his Snameaill in of Sikkim. Darjeeling dis- five to seven years. Was it the absence yen and other working people. 
powers transh Sinsin have had a shot in the of such a provision or of such an ord a Sac 

ther fields andi W athe ah will coe ; time ee Cae was preventing ce —— For “Frontier” contact: 

of the Cound ey will heen to think of auto- rulers from acting stringently agains 

s that it conf my * +e State which will merge blackmarketeers, hoarders ‘and profit- WORKERS’ BOOKSHOP 
imsibility to: “imi feeand Darjecling district is 4 cers? Apart from other laws which can 
ic right” by al ther of speculation, be effectively used, and are being mis- $1, Georre Street 
ice, OY some | Migration. India has been tough sed against the working people, there i 
| making a éo he Chouyal, is reticent in Bhutan was already the provision for a mux Glasgow G.I 

lt is a wonem Reel te now heard about the mum imprisonment of five years. What 


rogressive” “Sill at Wagaimat the yuler hatched by blackmarketeer, profiteer or hoarder has England 
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S we move around in China, we 

find that this country of 800 millions is 
being rocked by the “Phi Lin, Phi 
Kung” (criticise-Lin criticise Confu- 
¢ius) campaign. 

When I first came to China, in the 
summer of 1957, the entire country was 
m the grip of the ‘Great Debate’—“To 
Pien Lung” as they called it. The sub- 
ject of the debate was ‘the socialist road’ 
versus the capitalist road, Chairman 
Mao's thesis, ‘contradiction among the 
people and how to solve it’, set the tune 
of the debate. But what then in the 
beginning promised to be, in the words 
of Mao Tse-tung, a ‘mild breeze” of mass 
ctiticism of the bureaucracy of the Party 
and Government functionaries, grew into 
a whirlwind. THe rightists led by 
Lo Lung Chi, Chang Po Chuin and. 
Chang Nai Chi, the three Ministers be- 
lengme to the Democratic Party, taking 
the opportunity of the mass criticism, 
challenged the very basis of the socialist 
State—the proletarian dictatorship—and 
openly campaigned for bourgeois parlia- 
mentarism. Some of the party function- 
aries, university teachers and students 
and intellectuals joined them. Among 
them were some well-known party writers 


) like Ting Ling and Feng Shie Fong. 


The antagonistic contradictions were 
thus brought to the foreground. The 
masses were on the move. The ‘Jeng 


Fung Yuntung’ or the Rectification Cam- 
paign” started. I had the unique oppor- 
sunity of secing what “mass line” 
means in practice. In factories, fields, 
afices, schools and even in hospitals,. 
tumultuous debates were going on for 
months and millions. participated. A new 
mass medium known as “Da tse Pao”, 
the “Big character posters’ in colour 
and calligraphic artistry, were to be seen 
everywhere. 

In a great battle between two lines 
lasting for almost a year, the socialist- 
roaders came out victorious with no blood 
flowing and no heads rolling on the 
battlefield. 

The storm of ideological battle brought 
in its trail a rich harvest. The ‘Ta Yao 
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In China Again 
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Chin" or Big Leap Forward’, the ‘Chung 
lu Shien‘—the "General line of Socialist 
Construction’—and closely following that 
came the ‘Renmin Kungshe’—the “peo- 
ple’s commune”, These are known in 
China as ‘Three Red Flags’. During 
my long stay in China I had the rare op- 
portunity to see at close quarters the 
three ‘Red Flags’ being unfurled by the 
people, though it was extremely difficult 
for me to follow all the events and rea- 
lise their significance. The infusion of 
a new revolutionary spirit in socialist 
construction was done by what they 
called the ‘Hsishiang Jiefang’—the ‘Li- 
heration of the mind-, It is in the light 
of this process of ‘liberation of the mind’, 
that we have to try to understand the 
significance of the present ‘criticise Lin 
criticise Confucius’ campaign that seems 
to have spurred on China to a new stage 
of the Cultural Revolution. Before | left 
China, in the middle of 1959, I had the 
idea that now the storm was over and 
socialist construction will have a smooth 
sailing. My talks covering nearly six 
hours with Li Moh Han, the then deputy 
propaganda chief of the CPC, gave me 
this impression, when he explained to 
me the four stages of the Rectification 
Campaign that concluded by the end of 
1958. 


Fiercer Storm 

Little could I imagine that a much big- 
ger and fiercer storm “Wenhua Ta Go- 
ming’ —the Great Cultural Revolution— 
was to come which would sweep away 
Lin Moh Han along with his chief Chon 
Yang, who was implementing Liu Shao- 
chi's line in the cultural field. It was 
fiercer because the Rectification Cam- 
paign was directed against the rightists 
outside the party, but the Cultural Revo- 
lution was directed against the bourgeois 
headquarters within the party. The 
question of wresting power from the 
hands of the capitalist-roaders occupying 
the top positions in the party:and the 


Government, was posed before the cadres, 


workers and the masses in general. The 
student rebels started the process and 


















the workers took it up; and 
ous "1967 January storm” mm 
workers setting up Revolution 
mittees set the pattern of sem 
from the revisionists withit 
and the Government. But tha 
the end but a phase of the Gill 
volution. With the Lin Piaoy 
revolution has passed on to a det 
more thorough-going stage > 

The  criticise-Lin-criticisn Gq 
campaign is the unerring: indigg 
that stage. The Cultural B 
on, though the dramatic phi 
1967 days is not there. 

An unknown student, Nieh! 
of Peking University pulting if 
character poster in May 1966%¢m 
Lu Ping—the then vice-chancell 
university, first blazed the trall@ 
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Great Cultural Revolution. Ma 7" ¢ 
, yi 9 
In January this year a “none 

¢ Dhow | 

a young teacher of Tun Sin Uti tas 
Canton—Prof Yang Rung Kuwy Brenly « 
an article in a monthly criticising ah 
> mr cius be 
Piao as a follower of Confucian q 

: “ ‘) an 

the fire that is blazing the path off a. 
per and more ‘thorougligciig a9 Dna 





tionary thinking in China today) 
ever we go, in communes, factorial 
hospitals, even in kindergartent’ 
cartoons of Lin Piao and Conficmi 
with the ‘Da tse Pao’. Bur them 
the character of the “Big charset 
ter” has changed. The 
racteys are not so big and therm 
is not so numerous as before—the 
not just posters, they are like sham 
cles on wallpapers, far deeper i ai 
The ancient history of China ® 
churned out in the light of the am 
against the ideas of Lin Piao, 



















































A newcomer to China read ag 
nals published in foreign lang 
numerable articles about how Ling 
preached the Confucian precept “Re 
yourself and return to riles” and 
fuciun “doctrine of the mean” andill 
by wanted to thwart Mao Tse-tumal 
volutionary line of socialist con 
and restore capitalism. All this 
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appear to the newcomer as an facil 
in metaphysics. But when a fi Thin 
vice-chairman of the revolutionay a Tl 
mittee reports: how ‘can ‘crititee Khr 








criticise Confucius’ campaign is bos 
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m the me «becomes all the more tion. From Peking University down to ously and energetically responded to the 
in Shai 2 the kindergarten school m Darien that call of Chairman Mao: “Be prepared 
onary Aq fem? te follow a grandma nearing we visited, the new educational reforms against war, be prepared against nation 
Zing fal imoples sommune we visited when putting proletarian politics in command al disasters—and dig tunnels deep, store 
o the " thaw us how she lived as a was explained to us as intended to train grain everywhere and never seek hege- 


nat ae wis took, suid, “you know Con- up a new generation with new proleta- mony’. 
Cultural ad dows for us, the womenfolk, rian psychology and mental make-up One has to see to believe how the 


o affam is of ependence: on father, which will be the surest guarantee against Chinese people in every city are digging 
» deeper ad and son. Lin Piao by oppos- capitalist restoration. underground tunnels. They are not just ai 
—_ n Mago also wanted us to 26 defence shelters. The one we visited at 
Config 1 he old society where we were Aggression Peking which is 270 metres in length 60 
dicate Her than slaves”. With this fear of internal subversion metres below the surface, has all arrange 
evolutnal Wie Gaim that the criticise Lin- has combined the fear of external aggre- ments for water supply, ventilation, 
hase afi metinfucius campaign is boosting sion, particularly of “She hue tiko electric supply. protection against poi- 
iin, feseatch work, innovations Chuyi” social imperialism. For them  sonous gas, storehouse, kitchen. first aid 

Yuan mimed the most difficult and soctal-mperialism is not a polemical sub- and a spacions reception room. 


Me aubject for us to study during ject but a stark reality. In Ansan, Da- the one we saw at Darien—it has Reon 


g up ie A i z ; 
6 crite mH 1 asked Comrade Lu of the rien and Tientsin workers of the differ- dug out under a hillock—is astounding. 
celler onaty Committee of the Machi- ent machinery plants gave concrete in- It is 100 metres below the surface With 


rail of mPiant No 2 of Peking, after he stances of how after the rise of Khrush- a big storehouse and market-place which 
me some impressive figures of the chev there were systematic attempts to sells all the daily necessities, It has a 

“an eet production in that factory, as thwart China's socialist construction, big kitchen and a dining hall with ae 
eee iW the campaign helped them in how they refused to supply vital machi- commedation for nearly 400 people at 
me i) production. What he said nes stipulated in the contracts, how the a time. It can accommodate 10 thous 

Ween be summed up thus; Con- blue-prints were taken away by the ex- sand tons of commodities. It is equip. 

a i Dheleved in the wisdom of the perts when they were suddenly with- ped with a heating system and a modern 


.Uuo 


cising 


ius, Se : ] : aint , 

p a Wad necording to him only the high- drawn. air distillation system as a protecttot 
th o : \-g ; r . ’ a ee 

} ag BAG ate Wise will rule over the toil- The other side of this picture was the against poisonous gas. 

ing teven 4 = - 

uy \ memes Who are basically stupid. magnificent rallying of the workers, The most significant point about them 
sy. +. 


fms despised productive labour. cadres and technicians under the guid- is that all these underground tunnels are 


ores Ce at Baie ; ’ , 'S “ 9 
ie Piao line of thinking also has ance of Mao Tse-tung’s line of ‘Self- being done by “Lao dung’—‘voluntary 


“ne ¥ ‘ a P ; ‘ . 

f a f Sin Confucianism. He also be reliance and hard labour’ and the in- labour’, one of the most sacred terms it 

fuctu : 33 a 3 ’ - roe : 

the - A Nin the “innate genius’ of a class ‘venting of machines and completing China today. The fantastic amount of 
us ra A 


fm—technicians. engineers. Scien- half-done projects in a way ‘that was earth that is being dug out for these 
Pund fot in the creative genius of beyond the imagination of Khrushchev underground tunnels will perhaps go to _ 
ese. He and Liu Shao-chi op- and his entourage. For instance, when make another Great Wall—which will 
a Mao Tse-tung's revolutionary mass Soviet revisionists refused to supply 2000 be impregnable. 

Send through their theoretical, edu- hip. diese! engine parts to the Ansan The “Transform the Hills, Transform 
ool and cultural policy wanted to Diesel Engine Plant, the workers, techni- the Rivers” slogan is also driving the 
Heap an elite who will guide the mass- cians and cacres after hard labour Chinese masses on in the “Foolish Old 
Se our workers are to be imbued brought out diesel engines all on their Man" spirit—to move mountains just 
ae poisonous ideas, they will own. Comrade Lin Wei, vice-director of as the "Red Flag Canal’ or the ‘Ta chat’ 
Buller initiative for socialist cons» the plant, told us at length about the on the Tai Hang mountains. This spirit 


iracter 

inesé 
err numnie 
—they 
short arf 
in conte 
aes bei 


he struggi 


ls im jou Mien abd technical innovations. Wor-- many attempts of the Soviet revisionists of moving mountains is the result of the 
SUAgESS Beenie consciously against the Con- to sabotage this plant and added with ‘liberation of the mind’ effected by thé 

Lin Pig ‘ Tine advocated by Lin Piao are pride that from July next this plant Cultural Revolution which through the 
t Resta “si themselves to make further achi- would start producing 4000 h.p. engines  criticise-Lin-criticise Confucious campaign 
id the Gam m im their great task of socialist in place of 2000 h.p, has reached a higher stage. This revo- 
and therm inetion. Comrade Lu concluded his ex Having failed to subvert China econo- lution, according to the Chinese people; 
ung sie h by saying that by preaching mically the social imperialists tried sub- js a “Puh-Toan Goming’, “uninterupled 
onstrudl om DY ian ideas of ‘restrain yourself and version through Liu Shao-shi and Lin Revolution”, 

this Sip the rites’. Lin Piao intended to Piao, but here also they have failed. 
n exengis isle the restoration of capitalism in Now they are massing troops on the Our sole agent in Bangladesh 
os ory Bin. he cg: | | Chanete icesie aie apewcring Chien bas EAL ANTIRA BAIG Ee 

ie fear of restoration of capitalism. become the main thrust of their foreign 


oe na's Ts « 
ne Hbchev-Brezhnav style. seems to be policy—that is how every Chinese feels i4, Banglabazar 


s boost in vial of the entire Chinese na- today, That is why they have so ser Dacca-] 
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On The Problems Of Unification 


We the organising comrades of two 
different CPI(ML) factions work- 
ing in different districts of West Bengal, 
held a meeting on 17.6.1974, and dis- 
éussed the problems jof unihcation of 
the Party and of other revolutionary 
wrces in the present situation. We have 
tome to this unanimous decision: 

1, Just after the Party Congress. in 
1970 the struggle between the two lines 
etadualiy gained momentum and by 
1972-73 took a wide shape. But now 
at all levels of the party, ie. within. the 
total leadership and within the broadest 


majority of the cadres, a unity of think-~ 


ine has been achieved. 

(a) That just as the CPI(ML) has 
made positive contributions in the con- 
text of the Indian revolution, it is also 
responsible for the nationwide setback, 
mainly because of its left-sectarian de- 
Vistions, (We are not repealing the 
discussions: going on as to the causes of 
these deviations. What we need to say 
ig that, in our opinion, Yo particular 
leader or individual is solely responsible 
for these deviations. On the contrary, 
the total leadership is more or less res- 
Ponsible. bnd the cadres also cannot 
dény their responsibility). 

(b) Almost all of us are convinced 
that the CPI(ML) must take the res- 
ponsibility to lead the Indian revolu- 
tien by deviations. It 
nist be made the unity centre of all 
revolutionary forces. 

(ce) There is no basic difference of 
opinion on the question of what were 


correcting its 


the errors, and what should be the right 
programme after correcting the errors. 
That is, on this question unity has been 
achieved in the main in regard to the 
future programme and line of action. 
{d) A thorough probe into the dif- 
ferent documents of different groups of 
the CPI(ML) reveals that the leaders 
and cadres are not yet united in a single 
organisation. Different elected Central 
Committee members of the CPI(ML)— 
1970 Congress—established | different 
eentres, each declaring that it is the 
sole successor and tried in vain to lead 
the organisation and unify the Party 
The demand for ‘Party reorganisation’ 


by Comrade S.N.S. and others in 1971, 
and by Comrade Soumya and others in 
1973, could not solve this problem. 
(2) The tendency to present hun- 
dreds of documents separately and the 
mentality to keep each of their own 
“secrel should 
(From some quarters 
an apparently logical argument is heard 
that the political differences should be 
clinched and then and then only will 
there be unity! So far so good, But 
after having discussions and criticisms 
where have 
Is there: any political dif- 
ference on account of which unity can- 
not be achieved? 


mountain strongholds’ 


come te an end, 


during the last 4/5 years, 
we reached? 


Is there any differ. 
ence which cannot be kept within the 
level of inner-party struggle?) Every 
one of us believes that without a revo- 
lutionary centre—without a unity centre 
for all the cadres, the revolution can- 
not be led forward. 

Naturally the yuestion ‘omes—what 
is to be done? What is the step that 
can make the CPI(ML) again a united 
centre? (Like the elected committee 
in the 1970 Congress), 


‘Only Ones’ 

We put forward very clearly a request 
and a demand to our leaders—give up 
your claim of ‘We are the only ones’. 

Party, 
sel f-criti- 


Because this claim divides the 
and reveals lack of correct 

cism and repentance for previous serious 
Thirdly, no matter how em- 
phatically you say that you are the 
¢ adres, 
supporters. and revolutionary masses do 
not believe your claim, If you give up 
this claim, you will be able to unify 


mistakes. 


only ones, the majority of the 


the party and set an example for unity 
At the same time it will be a concrete 
step to rectify your own mistakes. If on the 
basis of political unity at the organisa- 
tional. level the CPI(ML) is united, 
we believe that it will greatly enthuse 
and encourage the ranks, workers, sup- 
porters and revolutionary people. Inci- 
dentally, it is necessary to mention the re 
cent statement published in "“Frontier’ 
by Comrade Ashim Chatterjee, a Party 
leader in detention. We agree to ac: 


cept that part of bis statemam 
deals with the evaluation apg 
Charu Mazumdar. 
his call for keeping the Par 
But he appears rather hary 
ing “all former and (presen 
Committee members” of the Py 
different leaders of  differaye 
whimsically co-opt comrade 
asthe 
Central Committee members, 1 
to unnecessary confusion th (hel 
unity. It is only the Central 
the power I 
group. But 
there has been no Central }Gaim 
meeting after the Party Cong ets, 
those members elected in the 
Congress of 1970 are Cental Gi 
Hence the words fi 


and "present’ create confusion, 


nounce themselves 


tee which holds 


and not isolated 


tee members. 


cept the Congress of 1970 as the 
one, because the split that camel 
goes on, 

The Central Committee menlicny 
are still working and want to lag 
ward the CPI(ML) should, aw: 
hody, reorgani#e and consolidate 
Central Committee. This united 
tral Committee should ‘(a) publ 
clear, self-critical document andy 
the evaluation of the past adi 
(b) publish a draft progranink 
constitution for the preparation of 
Sth Congress, In the meantime im 
to carry forward the work towal 
Sth Congress, amend the documalill 
the 8th Congress and place a mim 
(c) estw sd 
party commillee system and demos 
centralism within the Central Gi 
tee and at all levels and obey in 
recognise the Party icommillees ii 
province and at other levels at par 
the Central Committee  reorganisall 
(e) take theoretical work with sem 
ness and start ideological struggls t 
thodically; |(f) initiate the workmen 
unifying and mobilising the Party {é 
for starting important strategic Z 
with a view to building base arene 
an army; (g) initiate the proces 
unification with groups outside 
Party. 

We believe that this will be the i 
process to unite the party and dag 
anarchic trends, systems and proee 
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programme of work; 
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fae wih comrades of various 
Hone Of West Bengal and some 
Bile hace convinced us that the 
majority of 
ees and only this process. The 
Wy leaders must bear in mind 
ilies of Comrade Mao: “Since 
ecalons 
iy the cadres at the lower levels, 
ee Will naturally support them’’. 
UML) leaders must understand 
they cannot end eplitism, which 
Dat Hift-settarian politics with- 
coun tey are trying to pass off a 
citi hes ihe Party 
creel ane? 
ie gaiie time it should be clearly 
Hat if the CPI(ML) leaders do 
Mivihing about this, the cadres 
bound to longer. 
Peannol leave their future and the 


comrades support 


incorporate the correct 


ill | 
way) 


Oni 


Wait any 


If fevolution in the hands of a 


ders for an indefinite period. 


q the siitiglion 30 the 
WE) cadres will have to take the 
Biexponsibility of revising the Party.| 
Mequest all our comrades to pay 
lenlion to this side and to make 
ons, because at this moment, 
ihe foremost task of the revolution- 
unite the party. 

We hope the leaders elected in 
70 Congress will come forward 
iiite the Party. 
ative measure will have. to be taken. 
r how unity is achieved, the 
ML) sliould not forget that frora 
my bewinning one of its defects 
at could pot unite the different 
in ney this 
ieee been clone after the forma- 
Mi ithe Paty. The CPI(ML) lead- 
Memielves sealed all the ways for 
very 


forces, 


Otherwise an al- 


groups, although 


ion when they, from a 
A Mandpoint, labelled all these 
Me revisionists’ at the Party 
Tits error must be correct- 
C the basis of a draft programme, 
tituty for- 


mH and tactical line 
oy the %h Congress, we 
Me patiently continue discussions 
groups and must make ah 
Daitempt to clinch the differences, 
ie no difference on basic ques- 
we shall request them to 
This attempt on our 


put 
shall 


join 


pLongrr<s. 
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part is our duty and at the same time 


a practical step to rectify a past mus- 


take. all 
refuse to unite and maintaim group exis- 


-Eyen atter this, those whe 


tence givitig useless arguments of 
showing smaller differences, will have to 
disunity. 


that 


aceept ithe responsibility ol 


What we want {to say 4s we 
should make all efforts to establish the 
the CPI(ML) as the 
true We 
think 


that the line of Comrade Charu Mazum- 


Sth Congress of 
‘unity Congress in its sense. 
who 


even invile those comrades 


day was fully Revolutionary 


correct, 


forces cannot be strengthened if every- 
one forms separale groups according to 


one’s own whims, 


We 


sOme 


notice a cerlam trend among 


people. There are those who 
exaggerate the errors and divisions of 
the CPI(ML) and pretend to have been 
correct all along. On 
opinion is that, jeyaluation of 
CPI(ML) is going on and we 
Sut that doesn’t mean 
correct and no 
Is Miipre any group 4n 


which there has not been a split? Above 


this our 


the 
aye do- 


matter, 


ing it ourselves, 
thal 


revaluation, 


others were necd 


all, is it mot necessary to evaluate what 
they themselves had done and why. they 
failed? 

With regard to the article ‘More about 
Naxalbari’ by the leader im detention, 


had 


Comrade Kanu Sanyal, published in ‘Pur- 
bataranga’, with ‘due respect to him, we 
are not at one with many of his opinions. 
We mention hete only one pomt. It 
seems that he thinks that the formation 


He 


consolidating 


of the Party in 1969 was. wrong. 
opposes the question of 
and 


re-unifyng the party today, and 


proposes building up co-ordination 
We notice that some comrades 
whe were once members of the CPI(ML) 


are also making similar statements. Some 


iq | 
afresh, 


of them are of the opinion that there is 
the necessity of a'Unity Congress’ at pre- 
sent, but whether it will be the Congress 
of the CPI(ML) will be by 


“history”. 


dec ided 


While evaluating the negative side of 
the CPI(ML), to deny its positive side 
is incorrect, and we afe against it. We 
want to say firmly that the formation 
of the CPI(ML) in 1969 meant the 
reorganisation Party 
of India: 


of the Communist 
and its first Congress in 1970 


which is the 8th Congress of the Com- 
munist Party of India, as the most m- 
glorious and revolutionary m= 
the communist movement if 
India since 1921. In spite of many de- 
fects the formation of the CPI(ML) has 
meant a qualitative leap in the Incdian 
Revolution. It has firmly held high wath 
boldness the flag of revolution and the 


portait, 
cident in 


irresistible hunger for revolution of the 
And also for the first 
revolutionaries captured the 
the revisionists, 
To deny this is to deny all revolutionary 
heritage. “The CPI(ML has been divi- 
ded into some parts; so divide it more 
and then start from 
protracted 
ideological struggle, form a correct party, 
This liquidation, Our 
efforts should be to quickly heal 
the split and ideological struggle can be 
handled maintaining the united frame 
work. There : 


Indian people. 
time the 


Party centre, ousting 


co-ordination 
zero and, passing through 


idea leads to 


are divisions, |so make 
these permanent is the tendency to 
float We shall have to 
résist splitism, make unity, but nob give 
up the ideological struggle, 


with the tide. 


In our opi- 
nion, we shall have to move towards the 
9th Congress admitting our revolutionary 
heritage. When we admit it, the next 
Congress must be the 9th Congress and 
the CPI(ML). We 
cannot leave the future in the hands of 
spontancity in the name of ‘history’, 


the Congress ol 


(5) Lastly, we appeal to and request 
the CPI(ML) leaders: take correct, posi-| 
tive steps to unify the Party soon. We 
request all cadres and sympathisers and 
comrades Lo start this 
regard within their organisation and con- 
vince the leaders, They should be ready 
to shoulder all responsibility to unite the 
Party. 


discussion in 


Reorganise the Party forces and 
strengthen within the masses 
with a correct programme, and with an 


practice 


aim to build base areas and an army. 


For Frontier contact 
NAVODYA PUBLISHERS, 
Vijayawada-2, 

Eluru Road, 


Andhra Pradesh. 





War And Revolution—II 


R. L. MAHANTI 


ET us now turn to Mao Tse-tung's 
second alternative and see how 
revolution might prevent the outbreak 
of another world war and of big wars 
in general. Here, fof course, a mere 
analysis of past history will not suffice 
and it will be necessary to have  fre- 
guent recourse to theoretical formula- 
tions and predictions. 

Wars in the future can broadly be of 
three kinds: (a) inter-imperialist wars 
and wars between imperialist and social- 
imperialist powers; (b) wars between 
imperialists and/or social-imperialists on 
the one hand and the socialist coun- 
tries on the other; and (c) revolution- 
ary wars, i.e., wars between revolution- 
aties and reactionaries in a country, the 
latter ided directly or indirectly by 
imperialist ‘and/or ‘' social-imperialist 
powers. 

Mao Tse-tung was not, of course, 
tatking of revolutionary wars of type 
{c) when he said that revolution might 
prevent war, for revolutions and revolu- 
tionary wars are inseparable He was, 
therefore, meaning the other two kinds 
of war classified under (a) and (b). 
We have, accordingly, to understand 
What kind of influence revolutionary up- 
surges would in the existing historical 
tontext (ie., in the background of the 
developmental process characteristic of 
the current historical epoch) exert on 
the array of forces tending towards the 
otithbreak of wars of the (a) and (b) 
types. 

Let us foy a moment suppose that 
revolutions are ‘not’ taking place, that 
revolution is ‘not’ the main trend in the 
world today. What would happen? We 
would be virtually back in the heart 
of the Lenin era (we are actually near- 
ing its end), the age of the final and 
ultimate development of imperialism, 
What were the ‘dominant’ relations be- 
tween the imperialist powers in that 
age in which there were (virtually) no 
fevolutions in colonies or semi- 
colonies, in which the oppressed people 
of the world more ov less passively en- 
dused imperialist domination? The re- 


the 


tions were ‘not’ characterized by (as 
Kautsky had predicted they would be) 
inter-imperialist collusions resulting in 
the creation of a “super-imperialism™ or 
“ultra-imperialism™” but (as LAnin had 
predicted) in “sharp and mortal con- 
tention” between huge  im- 
rialist factions resulting in two terrible 
world wars. Thus, ‘absence’ of revolu- 
tion, Le, the non-advancement of revo- 
lutionary forces, and the “passivity” of the 
exploited peoples had the effect of 
intensifying, not reducing, the conten- 
tion between the different world-capi- 
talist powers, and there is no feason to 
doubt that this law of historical deve- 
lopment would under similar conditions 
hold good in the future as well. 

If, therefore, “no ‘revolution’ 
moyes- inter-imperialist contention and 
correspondingly undermines inter-impe- 
rialist (including, of social- 
imperialist) collusion, ‘revolution’ must 
have a generally ‘opposite’ effect. That 
is to say, revolutionary upsurges in the 
Third World (with corresponding rever- 
berations in the imperialist and social 
imperialist countries themselves) 
generally speaking, have the effect of 
blunting the edge pf jnter-imperialist 
contention and of stepping up collusion 
between the different imperialist and/or 
social imperialist powers. But 
exactly? 

Revolutionary upsurges in the Third 
World, j.e.. progress of 
wars in the neo-colonies, would 
the effect of weakening the imperialist 
power of powers concerned. For they 
would have increasingly less to take from 
the 


two 


pro- 


course, 


will, 


how 


revolutionary 
have 


revolution-swamped country and 
increasingly more to give it in a despe- 
rate effort to beat back the revolution- 
ary forces. Thus, revolution—of course, 
if it is correctly oriented and succeeds 
in forging 


aheacd—would weaken the 


imperialist country or countries concern: 


ed and bring down their power to 
attack each other or to launch attacks 
on the existing socialist countries. If 
such revolutions occur in “many coun- 
tries (as Mao Tse-tung must have anti- 
cipated), the imperialist (and/or social 
imperialist) countries would be more 
seriously weakened. In fact, consider- 
ing that imperialism (of all kinds) is 
an imtricately interlinked world system, 





the virtual loss of control: 
sources and the markets of tie 
engulfed ‘in revolution and th 
rate outflow of — imperialia 
(chiefly in the form of war 
to these countries would sen : 
the balance (or rather, shamh 
tuate the potential imbaly 
perialist economy and confroit 
perialist (and _ social-impertali) 
tines concerned with a graves 
crisis. Amidst ‘this deepenine 


their two desperately pursued! q 
will be (i) to suppress the 
grievances of their own prolemy 


to keep their profit-yielding | 
systems going, and (ii) tog 
widespread revolutions in the) 
semi-colonial countries. Thi 
double diversion of their ream 
naturally reduce their  capaeil 
inclination to attack one AnOe 
to invade the socialist cout 
and occasional  inter-imperiali 
might, of course, take places j 
main inter-imperialist (-cum-agen 
rialist) trend in the face of 
World revolutions would be do vat 
creasing collusion and not towan 
creasing contention. 

The collusion would come ins 
gradual course as a result of If 
common losses sustained at fier 
of a common enemy, ie. & 
led revolutionaries making " 
roads on the world capitalist yt 
self. In the event of revolution 
ings in the Third World assume 
a menacing character, the 
system itself, in which the diffenm 
perialist (ane social imperialst) 
are partners, would be put undem 
pressure and, in fact, its very @ 
would be threatened, They we 
have a feeling of being concem 
fighting a losing battle, of being { 
to the brink of the abyss, ands 
naturally ‘try’ to settle the 
among themselves and to put tie 
sources together in a desperatet 
save the world bourgeoisie (iid 
the new bourgeoisie) from being # 
off the stage of history. 

The same grim | confrontalion: 
widespread revolution Jn the 
World and the deepening evon nie 
political crisis at home would 
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ist (and “socialamperialist) 

fe from making war on the exist- 
Misist countries. For, in spite of 
ing collusion, two factors would 
Mthem from launching “‘united 
in on the revolutionary forces 
i world, First. the further ad- 
MA the historical process will have 
th weakened the total imperialist 
fand 20 much strengthened the 
Wevolutionary forces (including fur- 
Memendous development of the 
five forces in the socialist coun- 
fthat it would no longer be pos- 
Hfor the former to swoop down on 
aller In & massive world-wide con- 
Secondly, the resources of 
nt imperialist (and social-im- 
iat) countries will be so madden- 
diverted into different channcels 
mé and abroad that united ag- 

mon on the socialist world or even on 
firth revolutionary foci of the world 
id ‘be wwell-nigh impossible, Fresh 
Mulionary wpsurges would, thus, be 
most absolute guarantee against 
ft on the existing socialist coun- 
® Both kinds of war, (a) as well 
Mb), might, thus, be prevented by 
Hapread and powerful revolutionary 


in the Third World, 


’ 
Hon. 


hie 


of History 

fitory has already provided us with 
es few instances of revolution pre- 
m@ War and of non-revolution or 
gion of yevolutionary forces pro- 
Hing divect or indirect imperialist 
faresion. The Western powers, par- 
muafly the USA, were poised for an 
itike on the Soviet Union at the end 
Second World ‘War ‘(as Chur- 

Ms infuriated confession so clearly 
Wee) in an effort to blot out the 
fet enemy of world capitalism once 
tall from the face of the earth. But 

% fact that another tremendous revo- 
Hien (in China) involving a quarter 
mankind was before their very eyes 


Wing birth to another great communist 
power frightened Yhem gnd dampened 
her spirits and «made them give up 
Gr aggressive plans for the moment. 
Whe other hand, one of the reasons 
iy the USA did not dare to launch 
el aggression on the Chinese com- 
mits either during the Jast months of 


1974 


i 
Madd 
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immediately 
after was the presence of the solid so- 
cialist might of the Soviet Union—the 
mature fruit of an earlier revolution— 
behind China. The Korean War (the 
U.S. imperialist aggression launched on 
Korea with the purpose of resisting the 
advance of the Korean Revolution and 
with the ultimate object of attacking 
China, as General MacArthur openly 
confessed later) could not be escalated 
into a major conflagration because of 
the tremendous revolutiionary upsurge 
in North Korea itself and because of 
the tremendous revolutionary upsurge 
shown by the Red Chinese armies which 
had gone to help the Koreans against 
the aggressor a bare one year after the 
completion of the long and bloody 
Chinese Revolution. The Korean per- 
formance of the Red Chinese troops in 
directly accosting and beating back the 
U.S. imperialist troops (thought to be 
invincible after thein victory in the 
Second World War) marked a further 
revolutionary advance on their earlier 
performance against the Japanese in- 
vaders and the Kuomintang _ reaction- 
aries, and it was this “further advance 
of the revolutionary process” which 
played a major part in stemming the 
tide of imperialist! aggression. Then] 
again, the great (yet unfinished) Indo- 
Chinese Revolution did ‘not” intensify the 
contention between the imperialist pow- 
ers. On the contrary, it was during the 
last decide of the great Vietnamese war 
of liberation that Russia (while out- 
wardly sending a “maintenance supply” 
of arms to Vietnam) got increasingly 
involved in a number of alliances with 
the USA. Also, the advance of the 
Vietnamese Revolution, instead of in- 
creasing the threat of American ! ag- 
gression on China, neutralized it to a 
great extent. 

On the other hand, failure of revolu- 
tionary forces to push ahead has often 
led to the intensification of imperialist 
aggressive plans. It was ~ in the 
period + following, the suppression 
of the Indonesian communists 
that the American threat to China be- 
came most menacing and it was this 
signal recession of the Indonesian revo- 
lutionay forces that doubly encouraged 
the U.S. imperialists to escalate _ their 


the revolutionary war or 


aggression in Vietnam. The 1971 yevo- 
lution in Ceylon (however misguided it 
might have been) had resulted in & 
frantic, though temporary, collusion be 
tween different imperialist (and social 
imperialist) and their agents, 
even between India and Pakistan who 
were then in the midst of a bitter quar 
rel. But when, after the suppression of 
the uprising, the quarry had again “be- 
come quiescent, the collusion between 
the powers was retransformed into com- 
petition, for a major share in the drain- 
ing of the country’s Indis 
could. as an agent of imperialism and 
social imperialism, send massive armed 
contingents into East Pakistan ‘and 
Sikkim only because revolution in [n- 
dia itself had failed for the time and 
because true revolutionary forces had not 
properly developed in the countries’ ji- 
vaded. Russia could dare lo Commit 
repeated aggression on the East Euro~ 
pean countries only « because ‘revolli- 
tionary forces there had long been Une | 
der a revisionist eclipse. : 
A most interesting eXample of the 
operation of these two principles of hic 
torical development can be traced “in 
the recent (and current) turmoil in the . 
Middle East. As long as the Arabs 
were quiescent, inter-imperialist (in this | 
case between two imperialist — super | 
powers) contention in the region sttadie 
ly mounted. But as united Arab resis-” 
tance flared up in late 1973, the two 
chief imperialist contestants, the USA : 
and the Soviet Union, entered a de-?! 
vious course of tollusion to bring the! 
Arabs back to a “normal!” state of pas-! 
sivity, As a London-based Soviet official 
put itr “And now you could say that 
Kissinger is acting in the Middle East 
for the Soviet Union as well! as thes 
United States”, (“Broadsheet”) January 
1974). And now, again, as the Arab’ 
resistance has started softening, the. 
super-powers as well as their satellites 
have resumed their game of contention, 
trying to “buy off" the different ‘oile | 
producing States with their manifold 
allurements. : 
Of course, the replacement of cons! 
tention by collusion as the major aspeet 
in inter-imperialist relations can come! 
only when the revolutionary trend! ding? 
acquired a  world-shaking dimension £) 


powers 


resources. 
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when, in short, we shall have crossed 
the Lenin era and have passed, or would 
he passing, into the socialist (or com- 
munist) era in the history of mankind. 


Al the same time, every single advanc-- 


ing revolutionary movement will, locally 
and partially, tend to produce the same 
basic results. The slow quantitative ac- 
cumulation of revolutionary forces will 
finally acquire a qualitative world-con- 
centration that will transform the over- 
all inter-imperialist trend from conten- 
tion to collusion. 

Meanwhile, as the | Tenth Congress 
Report of the Chinese Communist Party 
says, we are still in the era of Lenin, 
ihe era of imperialism, though nearing 
its end. Doubtless, there is a revolu- 
itionmry trend in the world today, but it 
is not powerful enough yet to throw the 
imperialists (of all kinds) into | total 
confusion and disarray, to make 
huddle together like a flock of frighten- 
ed sheep, to make them face mortal con- 
tradictions simultaneously at home and 
abroad and, consequently, to turn them 
to mutual collusion from their present 
mutual contention and to force them to 
‘bandon their plans of attacking the 
Socialist countries, Relative to the cri- 
tical concentration it is sure to attain in 
the future, revolution is weak today, 
ihe exploited ‘relatively’ 
passive. and, consequently, contention 
and rivalry still continues to be the main 
aspect in inter-imperialist relations, while 
tollusion is only casual and temporary. 
ft is only through the further and wider 
fevolutionary upsurges of the future 
that we shall be able to pass into the 
post-Leninist, ie, the socialist, 
where the reversal of the balance 
forces indicated by Mao, the transfor- 
mation of the ‘offensive stance of impe- 
ritlism into.a defensive one, will become 
4 concrete reality. 


people are 


era 
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Life On Water 


By A CorreESPONDENT 


=P HEY came hexe ffrom Ashashuni, 
eS Hogla, Radule-Rathpara and many 
other places of Khulna distnct of erst- 
while East Bengal, They tried to settle 
down at Kalinagar, Hingalunge, Molla- 
khali, Gosaba, Satjelia, Maszidbati and 
other places in the Sunderbans, They 
made their ‘kunjis’ very small hut 
thatched with mats and leaves and 
struggled hard before settling down in 
the area. They are ‘Malos’, ‘Rajbansis’, 
‘Tentule Bagdis’. Most of them had 
no alternative but to go in for fishing. 
Exploring the  yiverine areas of , the 
locality was not enough and _ they 
had to venture into the jungle 
area, They are fishermen by profes- 
sion. 

The census report of 196] says that 
there were no homeless men in the 
Gosaba Police Station. It shows that 
the area was not thoroughly surveyed. 
Some of the ‘Rajbansis’ who came here 
before 196) have been homeless since 
then. They were brought to Gosaba 
from Masjidbati ‘by the "Malos' and 
some political leadeas who Mwanted to 
ensure their own footing. (Some of the 
‘Rajbansis’ of the Sunderbans are from 
Midnapore. They are now cultivators 
and hence excluded from this study. 
"Rajbansis’ seferred to here (are those 
from Fast Bengal.) 

‘The Sunderbans is famous for fish 
of high quality. Making the ‘bheri’ 
or fishing and supplying fish to Calcutta 
and other places was the business of a 
rich section. In a ‘bheri’ fish is al- 
lowed to come from the-river, but there 

The area is full of 
But the British 
iitlers were nol ‘interested tin fishing, 
Nor were the people in any study of 
the area, as rice and fish were in abun- 
dunce for them. Fishing in the bogs, 
tanks, canals and rivers was ‘enough to 
ensure a large supply, There was no 
need to go to the forest for fishing. 

After partition came the fishermen 

from East Bengal. 


is no Way out, 
rivers and estuaries. 


There was no scope 
to compete with the cultivating landless 


labourers. They had theve i 
nets. For their profession tiem 
go to the jungle area. Some 
admitted that some of them 
sionally there for fishing in 
partition days. But the pmg 
not regular as it 13 MM 
‘Tentule Bagdis’ and some ‘Ri 
said they did not depend at all 
ing. They had their own lund-t 
vate. But here in West Bet 
picture was totally different. Gi 
the forest regularly for fishing 
the main feature of their Tite 
market also became larger day 
the demand of Cileuii 
largely met by the fish from fia 
But the fishermen on the other 
are so much engaged with the 
that it seems none of them # aH 
come out, 

The best season for fishing i 
jungle area is June to October 
rainy season and autumn). Buth 
goes on throughout the yean 
are two periods in a month—the 
or ‘gon’ of the full moon and 
the new moon, The fishermen | 
start positively by “dashamn” jan 
rangements in the area should bey 
pleted within ‘trayodashi’, |They eam 
turn only by the next ‘sasthi, J 
means tbey can stay at home onl 
or four days in a fortnight. Somm 
two or three periods at a  astretely 
spent in the forest area. Thus | 
spend most of their time away from 
ciety, struggling against nature for! 
existence, 


$0 


and how 


Their weapons in this struggle 
little better than primitive. The 
(1) An estuary is blond 
by nets in the high tide. When 
water level goes down during ebbei 
various kinds of fish are collected) @ 
has to be prompt, for tigers may all 
any time. (2) Making ‘komors’ i 
method generally adopted by the 
bansis’. 


techniques: 


Twelve sticks of ‘garan’ 

tied on the head by a special type 
creeper, 
shore in a tent-like form. A branch 
tree with leaves is placed withit 
Fish take shelter there to feed ont 
ten leaves. A separate day is spent { 
the collection of the sticks and creeps 
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It is set in the river near ie 
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bouts 
hey had’ 
ce olda 


went a 


ui hil of not is used to collect 
Sin the ‘komors. A large quan- 
a tel may be had from a single 
n thee of (3) Big nets (benti) are set 
action e siver. Blietkis or other such big 
oun 3 N Bollected in this. way. 
"Rajhan ae 
all on. mn 


ad E fect dtugele against nature away 
nad to ce 


home and the methods adopted 
fay fend the fishernten 
Mpollectivity. A cultivator 
Mitivale and harvest all alone on 
Bat and. But this ts not possible 
iW cate of fshing in the forest. 
Bhas to be formed. Collective 
Pir Hyential for blockade of the 
fie), making ‘komors’ or even for 
Pheatt nets, Simple division of 
m essential, Collective life is 
Mamary condition for the fight 
Al the onslaught of the mun-eaters. 
sie evolved the ‘sain’ system. A 
B i team of several boats, There 
Mie iiree men in a boat and a 
my be composed of three to 


ensal 
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may 
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sthi’. 


ji pitil was not allowed to thrive 
own way by the prevailing feudal 
HSaindar’ oy the leader of the 


Sn took the role of a feudal 
cone The fishermen are not at all 
Someta Sil about them. They know well 
strate ‘ Mpa Some of them, as they say, 
Thai Mo the boat with only “gamchhas 
ay: frome | Sioulders, ‘Now they own & 
te fon th * as hile amount of Janded property 

ied hig grocer s shop at a prominent 
aI ae, They were once trusted 
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money earned by other 
But they took up the role 
eylender with the amount and 

mildly beesme a *saindar . 
findars’ of the early stage had 
less siinple function of 


the 
the 
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tier contact 
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earned 
they 


With 


leader they 
some extra 
could not set up any business. 
this money they ruined themselves in 
gambling and merry making. But the 
fully conscious of his 


In the process 
money with which 


new ‘saindar’ is 
role. He is not a leader but the own- 
er of the ‘sain. 

A fisherman who joins the ‘sain’ with 
a boat and a net soon gets indebted to 
Keeping accounts is not 

the 
large 

the 


fund for puja, festivals, ete. 


1 . : 
the saindar . 


for him. Six per cent goes to 


‘saindar’. ‘miscellaneous’ takes a 
share. A part is kept aside for 
common 
Lastly a part ts deducted from the fisher- 
man’s share as repayment of loan, how 
and when taken, one does not know, 
Loss occurs when there is any mishap. 
Dacoits may rob a fisherman of all he 
had. He may have to return without 
anything when a 
killed by a tiger. 
has nothing to worry 
‘cains’ as a whole will 
Ultimately his boat jand net are for- 
feited by the “saindar’ and he can never 


what he did not actually borrow. 


man of his boat 1s 
Of course the ‘saindar 
about, the 


bear the loss. 


fo r 


yepay 


Slaves 

Suppose he cannot go with the 
he has to arrange for a sub- 
If he likes to leave this ‘sain’ 
the new ‘saindar’ 


‘sain’ 
this time. 
stitute. 

and join a new one, 
must Yake all his liabilities, otherwise 
released. Thus these 
a new type of 


he will not be 
fishermen are turned into 
serfs. ‘They started hs 
against nature, but the system 
them One of the 
being deceived by a *saindar’, 


brave fighters 
made 
fishermen, 
left the 
Plans were made to assault him 
He managed to escape and 
a day-labourer 
Next 
With- 


the 


slaves. 


‘sain . 
physically. 
for a season served as 
during the tme of cultivation. 

year he returned to a new ‘sain’. 
a yeat he became indebted to 
He raised the question: "] 
(jote- 


in 
*saindar . 
worked with so many mahajans 
dars), but none of them can demand a 
paisa from me. Here in the 
1 risk my life work is harder. 
| must 
never 


single 
boat, 
Why is 1 that the ‘saindar says 
pay him some amount which 1 
borrowed ?”” 

Only 20 kilograms of rice is allotted 
for three men in a boat for a period 


in the jungles: Now the amount 
kilograms. The 
fishermen are angry. but helpless, 
Recently there was 4 plan to gherao @ 
for fair accounts and agaulist 
mismanagement? The plan | did nwt 
off as the ‘saindar was tactful 
enough to avert the situation. Aman who 
came here from a locked-out Calcutta 
The ‘saindar’ 


(‘gon ) 
has been reduced to 15 


‘saindar 


come 


mill wanted to go back. 
asked, “Is there no tiger in Calcutta?” 

The ‘saindar' has his own reasons 
He. supplies Pod to the fishermen in 
the jungles. Advance 1s made to them 
the ‘sain’ starts. So he has 
a share of six per cent 


of 
the 
being the 
They are with 
book keeping. Other functions aré pere 
formed by appointed supervisors. 


before 
every right to 
of the total income. 
along to the forest area with 
abandoned by 


The’ practice 
going 
‘sain’ is 


*saindar'’. now busy 


The ‘saindar’ is not the only person 
these fishermen. There Is 
the ‘aratdar’ who offers advance of 
money, as much as yequired, Repay- 
ment of the never demanded. 
The only condition is that the total 
to be sold to ‘im and 
pay six per cent less than the 
price. Twice in a month the 
fish is brought by the fishermen and 
the six per cent does not make a negli- 
gible amount. ‘Ayatdars’ are found i 
towns like Canning. The dacoits also 
take upon a vital role of exploitation, 
The forest is the: most unprotected area. 
though thousands of people are always 
The dacoits snatch away 
whatever they gel from the fishermen. 
They would take the ration, the clothes, 
the fish, the  imstruments— 
anything they get. Sometimes the fish 
robbed as s00n a5 they 
Sometimes all they 


to exploit 


loan is 


quantity of fishy is 
he will 
actual 


busy there. 


the nets, 


ermen are 


reach the area. 


—— 


For Frontier contact : 

BANKURA NEWSPAPER 
AGENCY, 

Lokepur, 

P.O. & Dist. Bankura. 








If this: goes on for long, 
they are ruined. No reliable security 
measure has been taken yet. Arrange- 
ments for giving money to the leaders 
of some gangs are sometimes made by 
the \ fishermen ‘ ‘themselves. But the 
dacoits from Bangladesh these days are 
not satisfied with any such arrangement. 


In the early period attempts were 
made to form a co-operative of the 
fishermen. This, however, could never 
function. Without going into the ques- 
tion why it failed fresh attempts are 
made by interested people to form an- 
bther co-operative. Lakhs of rupees 
have been sanctioned by the government. 
Only the fishermen of Gosaba, Saticlia 
and Masjidbati have been included in 
the society. But a large section from 
Hingalgunge, Mollakhali and even from 
Pakhirala; a part of Gosaba, has been 


excluded, 


earn is lost. 
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Kala Bhavan Students - ae 
Rough Justice Bos" gr: 

SANDIP SARKAR is, and th 

The Israeli occupation of Sin fictice there 

he court (a! 


and the West Bank and the Gi 
has just completed its sth 
Some still call it a “benevoleil 
pation, “the most liberal ocgu 
history’. [t is a curious form) 
ration” with hundreds of newg 
in the past few months ¢ranng 
Israel jails in addition to the tm 


A’ exhibition of paintings by Sunil 
Garai, Uma De, Samir Roy, Baby 
Dutta and Satyanarayan Kar was on view 
at the Academy of Fine Arts from June 
25 to July |. These artists have all 
recently graduated from Kala Bhavan, 
Satiniketan. 

One cannot deny that there is a kind 


seonic il 


se f without 


of freshness in their painting, but already there for several year 
there is nothing in their work { am a lawyer in Israel, a By court o 
that indicates an aesthetic search the years of occupation | ha Barried oul 
or technical research. One fails 0 appeared in the military nil ai *Arabah. 
understand why all of them are trying occupied territories and larael is d with the 
to escape beyond despair. It seems our opponents of afte occupations band be ; 
art institutions at present are unable to point out that there is no lena torward to 

Mr P ian arm 


opposing the occupation, Perel i 
monstration, protest strikes, Gull porte 
of leaflets are heavily punished J 
dreds of my clients are in jail i Sdministrat 
ing chosen these forms of @ B Defence 
octupation. Has been v 
For giving any form of hap Paythout 
person suspected of anti-occupilié impose 


impart a positive attitude to life. 
Dinkar Kewshik, the Principal of Kala 
Bhavan, is aware of this, but he tries to 
throw wool over our eyes in his fore- 
word: “They are trying in their own 
way to bring cheer to a world ridden 
with strife. .'. And he is an honourable 
The result is insipid art of sorts. 


mi 






















man! 

Sunil Garai reminds one of Mohim  yitysometimes even for giving Be avin 
Roodro. He uses a variely of translucent of water to a suspected son, bit Be people 
colours to create different moods and  sister—the military courts imp hese 


son sentences. According to ¢ 
cularly harsh law, any pemone 
suspects that another person Hien 
is about to commit an offence 
the military laws in force in 
pied territories, and who does # 
vent him from doing so or iniim 


the n 
the viole 
ich suspe 
fomauion | 
facili sec 
its of m 
by marks 


succeeds to a certain extent. Uma Garai 
does not bother about structure so much 
as she does about design. She goes to 
villages and religion for her subjects. As 
a result her figures are stylised. Her 
canvases seem to split from the middle 
at times as in the “Birth of Buddha’, 



























Samir Roy uses colours that are pretty authorities at once. is himsell 
and one is reminded rather about gor- ay offence punishable by upitl of t 
geous textile designs. His drawings are years’ imprisonment or a fine OMe whose 
not bad at all. Baby Dutta on the other 7} 990, Bey in 
hand has a kind of vision but lacks the ~ Many of my clients who wen beatin 
power to execute. Satyanarayan Kar 4 with this offence were hu 
with hts complex and yet simple com- fathers, sisters or even mothers | , Br to 
position reminds one slightly of Binode pected persons and would rather: ij 
Behari Mukherjee. Kar seems to know jail than inform on their own ie " 
how to distribute tensions and build on _ The number of houses des oyed Be sicat 
the surface with confidence in his own '"® the years. of occupsiiaiamE Kn 
ed about 18,000. House de ~~ 
competence, a form of collective punishment aie E % 
, 







whole families. One members 
family may be suspected of sabota 
of aiding saboteurs. or arms may i 
in or near the house, The other 
bers of the family, including 
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The disarming naivete of the group 
to hope that some day 
artists might find some- 





gives réasons 
these ‘young 


thing to paint that is more relevant, 



























iren, wio know absolutely 
bout the alleged crime, are 
he yictime. ‘They ate given one 
ims grace to remove their be- 
iy and the howse is blown up. 
mice there is no time to appeal 
gut {although this Jaw, how- 
ironic it is. does in theory allow 
appeal) or to any other body. 
ie destroyed before any judi- 
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of my clients were deported 
Ban Bank of Jordan; they were 
from jail or from their 
Ewiliout the possibility of appeal 
of law. The deportations 
ou across the desert, in 
hah, Where the deportee is 
ik the choice: either try to go 
Bd be shot by Israeli soldiers, or 
yard fowarcls the patrols of the 
marmy, who often shoot at the 
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ms of Mience (Emergency)) Regulations 

Sheen widely used. This is deten- 
1 of help tM out trial, which the authorities 
-occupatiaa more without explanation and 
or giving having to justify it in any court. 
1 son, brotly eople «were interned for years 


urts impose Whee tequlations. .. 


ng to one Bi he most painful problem is that 
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wie 2 We the competent authorities, but 
ould rather aply is invariably: “Your com- 
cir own Kim unfounded”. 
ies destrosaal His that my complaints be 
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Letters 


The Mask Comes Off 


Political leaders and their parties in 
India specialise in masks. Like the 
ancient Greek actors they put on these 
masks to hide the dominant emotion on 
their faces for all time. All these masks 
are benign, the difference is one of de- 
grees only. But the most beautiful and 
cunningly made mask of them all 1s 
wom by CPI(M) leaders. They wear 
it with much aplomb and it always covers 
their real faces most effectively. Only 
once this mask slipped off. completely 
exposing the rage-distorted horrible faces 


beneath. That was in 1967-68 when 
the Naxalites had to be smashed. But 
the mask was fast replaced and its 


hypnotic effect erased the memory of 
that demoniac face from the minds of 
the cadres, 

Now years of wear and tear 
weakened the fabric of the mask, The 


Bangladesh affair tore off a large chunk, 
the 


have 


the Indo-Soviet Treaty enlarged 
hole, the sundry betrayals on mass 
fronts continue to tear off strips. The 


leaders have now lost their faith in the 
efficacy of the tattered piece of “papier 
mache” adorning their faces and are 
thinking of dropping it altogether. They 
are becoming openly pro-Soviet and 
anti-Chinese, they are showing off their 
pride in India’s nuclear achievement 
and one hears of understanding here 
and understanding there. The clique- 
tidden party is being abandoned by the 
honest cadres and the people are fum- 
ing: are the leaders, rising piously 
above shame and revulsion and fear, 
siding with the ruling party? 

A small incident; A convention de- 
manding the release of all political 
prisoners was recently organised at the 
University Institute by the Association 
for the Protection of Democratic Rights. 
A democratic lawyer and well known 
CPI(M) man was one of the speakers. 
He did not dwell on the political priso- 
ners too long but several times alluded 
to China as the aggressor in the 1962 


conflict. He paid no heed to the protests 
raised from the dais and from the 
audience. He was speaking as 





the representative of the CPI(M), 
he was no individual indulging in irres- 
ponsible comment. So we ate bound to 
infer from his comment that the CPI(M) 
officially considers China to have attack 


ed India in 1962. If we are incorréd! 

int our inference, we hope we will see 

the lawyer being publicly reprimaned- 

ed before long. (Otherwise we shall 

knew that the CPI(M) and = he 
think alike, 

BALAL Dutra 

Calcutta 

Statement 


United Labour Union, Bombay, con- 
gratulates the midd4e-class /government 
employees. Their 48-hour dharna against 
the Naik Government showed their te 
volutionary solidarity in fighting ont 
the basic issues of collective bargaining 
which they exercised very heroically and 
fraternally at the time of the railway 
workers’ strike. “At a time when the 
Government is trying to enforce a ‘wage 
freeze” policy without being able to 
check the spiralling prices and  black- 
marketing, it is important for ‘govern- 
ment employees to join with the revolu- 
tionary workers to end once for all the 
misrule of the reactionary dictatorial 
Congress Government. The Union calls 
upon leftist trade unions to launch a@ 
revolutionary programme to take hold 
of the government to give relief to the 
oppressed masses. It also calls upon the 
representatives of opposition parties in 
legislative assemblies, parliament aind 
at all levels of the State apparatus to 
resign their seals and take active part 
in the revolutionary class war that is 
the need of the day, 

$. V, NavaLkar (Miss) 
General Secretary, 
United Labour Union, Bombay 
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Court Trials 


While basically sympathetic to the 
points made by Mr R. P. Sinha in his 
leiter “Court Trials” (June 29, 1974). 1 
would like to correct some misinforma- 
tion regarding the K. L. Roy murder 
case with which | happen to be familiar. 
The two “chance witnesses” that he refers 


to are the elder son and daughter-in-. 


law of the late judge who were present 
at the scene of murder. The “meagre 
evidence” that he mentions was positive 
visual identification of three of the ac- 
éused by those witnesses. These facts 
may be ascertained from the 51l-page 
judgment given on the case. 

P..R. 


Bombay 


Marder Will Ont ? 


The Legal Aid Committee is seriously 
concerned about the new plans by the 
police and through police by the execu- 
live government to counter attempts by 
various democratic and left-wing parties 
atid people to protest against their ope- 
rations. 

There is now a wide conspiracy to 
create fresh panic by circulating reports 
calling most of the murders which are 
being committed as politically motivated. 
We, from the Legal Aid Committee, have 
made enquiries after statements by the 
police and the administration and found 
that such murders had nothing to do with 
left politics. In fact many of them have 
been committed by rival Congress fac- 
tions. The murder of two constables in 
Paikpara by some wagonbreakers, even 
the murder of Chandi Mitra—all these 
ean be cited as examples, 

About an alleged channel for escape 
having discovered in an empty 
cell in the Dum Dum Jail along with 
a cache of arms, ammunition and explo- 
sives, we have made enquiries from 
which it is apparent that the. whole thing 
is a fabrication by the police and jail 
atithorities. [np any democratic country. 
it is the duty of the Press to find out 
the truth when such serious allegations 
aye made by the Government but no 
such attempts are made here. 

Although we along with many other 


been 


14 


organisations have time and again com-. 
plained about torture by the police of 
those political prisoners who, they feel, 
are non-compliant, it is necessary to re- 
peat these complaints once again as 
there has been no decrease in the num- 
ber of such cases. Torture ofrboth men 
and women political prisoners has become 
more or less a routine, mostly while the 
prisoners are in police custody but ins- 
tances have come to our knowledge where 


prisoners have been illegally taken from. 


the jail to the police lock-up for fresh 
torture as soon as the prisoners have re- 
covered somewhat from the effects of 
the previous torture. The case of 7/8 
young girls who are being kept in iso- 
lation in Presidency Jail and frequently 


taken to the Lalbazar underground tor-. 


ture chamber when iron rods are pushed 
into their rectum and vagina, has been 
brought out in a signed pamplet by some 
leading members of the Nikhil Banga 
Mahila Samity. These statements have 
also been corroborated by Mr Indrajit 
Gupta, MP, who interviewed them in 
jail. The Minister im charge of Prisons, 
Jnan Singh Sohanpal, while deny- 
ing the statement has not _ insti- 
tuted any enquiry, judicial or other- 
wise, to find out the true state of affairs. 

One of the methods adopted by the 
police to demoralise the young left work- 
ers is to arrest them on some flimsy 


grounds and to keep them in prison as. 


undertrial prisoners as long they can on 
the plea that further investigation 1s 
necessary and when at last bail is grant- 
ed by the court. to re-arrest them imme- 
diately on some other equally flimsy or 
fabricated charge. The precess ts again 
repeated, practically endlessly, People 
have been arrested again and again on 
charges of crimes which had occurred 
long ago and sometimes even crimes 


which had occurred when the persons “con- 


cerned” were in custody, We give below 
examples which have come to our know- 
ledge and which we have been able to 
investigate; there are many many 
others, 

1. Mohit Mukherjee (re-arrested four 
times); 2, Sajal Mitra, 3. Gopal Seal; 
4. Anu Chakravarti; 5. Rasaraj Bal; 
6, Subhas Kundu; 7. Netai Dey; 8, Haru 
Sarkar; 9. Chinu; 10. Rabin Patra: 
11. Tapan Dutta and so on 


The rights of political 
eved by them by hunge 
days are not being given. 

We, of the Legal Aid Conuy 
sire that all the departures | 
should be opposed and all 
should be ventilated so that fm 
and democratic-minded people” 
up the issue. 

Amar Prasad Chal 
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